
Over 47 million people live in rural areas in the U.S. These communities 
provide food and other resources for people worldwide as well as recreation. 

While rural communities are resilient, they face many challenges such 
as limited job opportunities, healthcare, and social services. Research 

and Extension at land-grant universities are amplifying the voices of rural 
families, showcasing their strengths, and addressing their needs. Their work 

is increasing access to utilities, healthcare, jobs, and food and improving 
emergency response to hurricanes, wildfires, and illness outbreaks. Other 

efforts are focused on supporting farmer success and safety.
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