
Researchers and Extension 
professionals at land-grant 
universities are improving 
sweet potato production by: 
•	Preserving and distributing germplasm for 

research and crop improvement.

•	Evaluating resistance to pests and diseases 
and adaptation to various environments.

•	Developing and releasing new varieties.

•	Showing which cover crops can improve 
sweet potato yields.

•	Developing sensor and imaging systems that 
rapidly and accurately assess plant growth, 
stress responses, and resource use efficiency. 

•	Developing automated machine vision and 
robotic systems that classify and sort sweet 
potatoes during harvest and processing.

•	Exploring how carotenoids in sweet potatoes 
protect against obesity, nonalcoholic fatty 
liver disease, and chronic inflammation 
associated with Type 2 diabetes. 

•	Training scientists and growers.


